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 When Utah State University purchased Blue 
Square in 2016, residents feared changes to 
their “luxury-style housing.” 
 Students were originally drawn to the 
complex for its amenities, which include 
walk-in closets, a hot tub, and the option of 
private bedrooms. 
 According to Steve Jenson, the executive 
director of housing and residence life at USU, 
the university sought to purchase Blue Square 
because they believed it to be “an important 
purchase for the university.” Jenson cited Blue 
Square’s proximity to Maverik Stadium and 
other surrounding campus properties as a key 
reason for the purchase. 
 Though many elements of Blue Square have 
remained intact since the university’s pur-
chase, some believe things have changed, for 
better and for worse. 
 Since its opening in 2012, Blue Square has 
received generally positive reviews on its 
social media pages such as Facebook, with a 
few exceptions. 
 Former resident Fernanda Celestino said 
she enjoyed the atmosphere and staff.
 Riggin Marriott, another former resident, 
said, “I love Blue Square, it is a great environ-
ment for students.” He said the environment is 
very social, especially around the hot tub.
 A common complaint about Blue Square 
under its previous ownership was the cost of 
parking.
 Former resident Brandon Terry said, 
“Parking is sort of a hassle unless you are 
willing to drop $200.”
 The university has updated Internet 
services, improved security measures, lowered 
parking costs and made plans to add over a 
hundred new parking stalls. Residents also 
have the luxury of rolling out of bed ten 
minutes before class, as there is now an Aggie 
Shuttle stop in front of the complex. All these 
changes, Jenson hopes, will “better meet 
student needs.”
 Blue Square is no stranger to large parties 
and underage drinking. In fact, in 2015, Blue 
Square partied harder than any of its neigh-
bors. According to a Utah Statesman article 
from January 2016, police responded to 57 
complaints of partying at Blue Square in 2015. 
The number of arrests was about the same as 
other communities, but Logan Police Depart-
ment captain Tyson Budge said there were 
“bigger parties with more participants.”
 The apartment complex’s party animal 
reputation is a nuisance to many residents. 
 Rachel Jones lived in Blue Square from 
August 2015 to May 2016. She also said there 
was excessive partying at the apartment 
complex, which got particularly out of hand 
after football games.
 “There would be loud music and the next 
day I’d leave my apartment and would find red 
Solo cups and beer everywhere,” Jones said. 
 Regarding how USU has changed Blue 
Square’s conduct policies, Jenson said “some 
changes have been made to bring it into 
alignment with USU student code.”
 Following suit with other on-campus 
housing units, the university introduced 
resident assistants, or RAs, to Blue Square. 
RAs have the responsibility to monitor, control 
and report activities like drug and alcohol use, 
as well as disruptive partying. They also 
provide support for students and ensure their 
well-being.
 Reportedly, the complex’s six RAs may not 
be getting the job done. 
 A chief complaint several Blue Square 
residents had was the lack of communication 
between RAs and residents. 
 One such resident, freshman Emily Skinner, 
said she has only seen her RA once this school 
year. She said there was a drinking and 
partying problem on her floor last semester, 
but it has died down this semester, which she 
attributed to her RA.
 Another Blue Square resident, freshman 
Brinley Adams, also said she has only seen 
her RA on one occasion. Though Adams said 
the lack of communication is frustrating, she is 
glad the RAs give the residents some breathing 
room.
 Lydia Ingram, another Blue Square resi-
dent, said she overall enjoys living in the 
apartments because of the location and room 
quality. The maintenance staff, she said, is 
“beyond wonderful” and very responsive. She 
shared similar frustrations regarding RAs. 
Ingram said she has only seen her RA once this 
semester despite living next door to her. She 
also said she has made multiple attempts to 
email her RA, and has only received a reply 
once this semester.
 Since USU purchased the property, there 
has been some speculation regarding the fate 
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John Cockett became the first USU First Gentleman when his wife, Noelle Cockett, took office as the university president at the beginning of 2017.
Monday, March 20, 2017  
www.usustatesman.com
(435)-797-1742 
Free single copy
see PAGE 3 see PAGE  4
The good and bad of Beauty and the 
Beast.
Takeaways and potential breakout players from 
Aggie football’s first spring scrimmage.
NEWS | Trumped
What Trump revoking transgender         
bathroom rights means at USU
see PAGE   2
SPORTS | Back to the GridironSTUDENT LIFE | Movie Review
Helping to lift the bar
Remember those New Year’s resolutions that 
were made in January? 
Getting back in shape after the sugar overload 
of the winter holidays is never an easy feat. 
During the first few weeks of January, most 
people feel motivated and determined. By 
mid-February they are losing steam and when 
March rolls around the corner those goals are a 
thing of the past.
Since it is warming up in Logan, now is the 
perfect time to dust off those New Year’s resolu-
tions and hit the gym again. USU students get 
free access to the on-campus workout facilities 
which is like having a free four-year gym mem-
bership. However, it can be difficult to find the 
motivation to go to the gym and ,once there, it 
can be difficult to know exactly what — or 
what not — to do. 
Stretching, breathing while lifting weights, 
drinking fluids and making sure to get in a 
cool-down are all on Shawn Clark’s list of to 
-do’s when he goes to work out. 
 “No one breathes while they are lifting 
weights,” said Clark, a senior studying political 
science. “You go in there and you look at people 
and their faces are red when they are bench 
pressing because they’re not breathing.” 
Jean, a pre-med student who did not give her 
last name, said she likes to drink lots of water 
so she doesn’t “die” during her workout. In ad-
dition to staying hydrated, Jean says stretching 
before and after a workout is important. 
Along with the list of “do’s” there is always a 
list of  “don’ts,” one of which Andy Hollaway, a 
senior double majoring in exercise science and 
human development, learned from personal ex-
perience. 
“I had a huge breakfast before a conditioning 
class,” Holloway said, “we did a circuit and that 
was not a good idea. I ended up over the trash-
can multiple times, so that breakfast was wast-
ed.”
As far as the best and the worst thing that peo-
ple do while working out, the list goes on and 
on as people add their opinions and experienc-
By Dillan Passmoore & Alina Shaw
STUDENT LIFE WRITERS
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Arthur Hockwald, a senior studying exercise science at USU, is also a personal trainer at the ARC.
BLUE SQUARE:THEN & NOW
How the complex changed under university ownership
PHOTO BY Megan Albrechtsen
When USU acquired Blue Square, several changes were made to the complex, including the addition of resident assistants, more parking 
spaces and an Aggie Shuttle stop.
PHOTO BY Megan Albrechtsen
Though USU is a dry campus, it will continue to honor Blue Square’s previous owner’s contract with Bull’s Head Grille, an on-site restaurant 
that serves alcoholic drinks, until the contract expires in 2020. 
see “Blue Square” PAGE 6
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 SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Members of a 
newly formed tribal advisory commission for 
the Bears Ears National Monument reminded 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke in a letter Friday 
that his agency must partner with them, and 
warned him that rescinding or shrinking the 
monument would be “absolute tragedies.”
 Utah’s congressional delegation and state 
leaders including Gov. Gary Herbert have 
asked President Donald Trump to rescind or 
shrink the 1.35 million acre monument in 
southeastern Utah that was designated by 
former President Barack Obama in December.
 “From our standpoint, any such actions 
would be absolute tragedies in terms of 
impacts on our people today and the eternal 
values and traditions of our many generations 
of ancestors,” the commission wrote in the 
letter.
 The Bears Ears Commission, comprised of 
one elected official from each of five tribes, 
also requested a meeting with Zinke in the 
letter.
 Department of Interior officials weren’t 
immediately available for comment.
 Republican leaders in Maine are also 
pushing for the elimination of the Katahdin 
Woods and Waters National Monument 
designated last summer by President Obama 
on 87,500 acres of donated forestland
 The Antiquities Act of 1906 doesn’t give the 
president power to undo a designation, and 
no president has ever taken such a step. But 
Trump isn’t like other presidents.
 White House officials said recently that 
Trump’s staff is reviewing those decisions by 
the Obama administration to determine 
economic impacts, whether the law was 
followed and whether there was appropriate 
consultation with local officials.
 Republican leaders in Utah contend the 
monument designation adds another layer of 
unnecessary federal control in a state where 
there’s already heavy federal ownership.
 Zinke said during his confirmation hearing 
in January hearing that he’s committed to 
working with members of Congress on 
proposed national monuments such as the 
Bears Ears.
 The tribal commission falls short of the full 
co-management system the tribes requested, 
leaving final say on all land decisions to 
federal bureaucrats working under President 
Trump’s cabinet appointees. But the creation 
of the tribal council was still considered a 
victory for the tribes because it should give 
them an opportunity to weigh in on the 
management of their ancestral lands.
 The commission announced Friday the five 
 President Donald Trump recently revoked 
protections put in place during the Obama 
administration allowing transgender students 
to use bathrooms corresponding with their 
gender identity.
 Rescinding the directive revokes federal 
protections and leaves the decision up to local 
and state discretion.  
 Of course, the decision was not met without 
controversy.
 “Frankly, we are in shock. It’s disturbing, 
disheartening, discouraging. We took a big 
step forward protecting transgender individu-
als when Obama took action — Trump’s 
rollback takes all that away,” said Danny 
Mueller, a transgender student at Utah State 
University.
 Trump’s decision has been largely received 
negatively by transgender individuals, many 
saying it fosters a feeling of hate and fear. 
 Mueller, who prefers they/them pronouns, 
believes the action will have diverse reactions 
socially, personally and legally.  It provides 
people with the legal means to express their 
hate, they said. 
 Some believe the action was not an attack 
on transgender students, however. 
 USU junior Ethan Chadwick said he was in 
favor of Trump’s directive because “this isn’t 
so much an issue of actual people who do 
consider themselves to be a different gender 
than their biological gender.” 
 Chadwick said he thought Obama’s directive 
had “really open(ed) up the gates for people 
to abuse it” by making it easier for people to 
prey in bathrooms by claiming to identify as 
the opposite sex.  
 “You’re going to have exceptions with people 
who are filled with hate and intolerance that 
will make a big deal out of it, but I don’t think 
the majority of people will pay attention. For 
me, I think there’s a chance that I’ve been in 
the same bathroom of a woman who identifies 
as a male and I’ve never noticed. For me it’s 
not a big deal,” Chadwick said.
 However, it is possible the action was 
neither a direct attack on the LGBT communi-
ty nor a matter of restoring states’ power or 
community safety. 
 Michael Lyons, an associate professor of 
political science, suggested the action was 
more of a political move on the administra-
tion’s part. He said he thought transgender 
rights were “not something wise to oppose” 
at this point. 
 “I’m not talking in terms of right versus 
wrong. Political scientists never think about 
right versus wrong,” Lyons said. “Trump made 
a political calculation.”
 Lyons reasoned the Trump administration 
was able to rescind the order by saying the old 
directive went beyond the Necessary and 
Proper Clause of the United States Constitu-
ion. 
 Ultimately, it was not as an attack on the 
LGBT community, but was a way to find favor 
with Christian Evangelicals, Lyons said.
 Regardless of the reasoning, the action has 
resulted in fear and backlash from the LGBT 
community.  According to Michelle Bog-
dan-Holt, director of USU’s Access and 
Diversity Center, the university has promised 
none of the campus’s gender neutral bath-
rooms will be removed and the university will 
continue to protect the wellbeing of all its 
students. 
— dillan.passmore@aggiemail.usu.edu
S.E. Needham quality at internet pricing
Students react after gender-inclusive bathrooms Trumped
By Dillan Passmore
STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
An all-gender bathroom located in the S.J. & Jessie E. Quinney Natural Resources Research Library on Utah State University’s campus.
Tribal group says elimination of Bears Ears would be tragic
By Brady McCombs
ASSOCIATED PRESS
PHOTO BY AP Photo Francisco Kjolseth // The Salt Lake Tribune
This May 23, 2016 file photo shows Lockhart Basin, south of the Colorado River, within the boundary of the Bears Ears region in southeast-
ern Utah. One of the most impactful resolutions presented during this year’s legislative session was a statement urging President Donald 
Trump to rescind the newly-named Bears Ears National Monument, citing it as a federal overreach. Utah’s GOP-controlled Legislature and 
Gov. Gary Herbert moved to pass the resolution quickly.
PHOTO BY AP Photo Rick Egan // The Salt Lake Tribune
In this Dec. 29, 2016 file photo, protesters demonstrate against the new Bears Ear National Monument in Monticello, Utah. 
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I’m going to just come out and say it… I don’t 
think the animated film of “Beauty and the 
Beast” is all that great. In fact, I’d say it’s prob-
ably my least favorite Disney princess film out 
there. It’s cute and has some great moments 
with some of Disney’s most memorable songs. 
Overall, though, it’s extremely underwhelming. 
Mind you, I barely saw it for the first time al-
most a week ago, so perhaps seeing it for the 
first time through adult eyes tainted it. 
With the release of Disney’s live-action adap-
tation of this film I can tell you I was mainly 
excited just to see Emma Watson in another 
movie. If you read any of the early reviews 
you’ll find critics weren’t too thrilled with this 
film and, in my opinion, those critics mustn’t 
have been paying attention at all because the 
live-action version of this tale as old as time is 
not only a visual wonder, but it also manages to 
outshine its animated counterpart in every way 
possible.
Being one of Disney’s most well-known films, 
I don’t really need to bother explaining the 
plot. All you need to know is the film shares the 
same plot as the 1991 original — a young girl 
by the name of Belle (Emma Watson not only 
playing a spot-on performance, but also man-
aging to look good in EVERY frame) stumbles 
upon a castle inhabited by a Beast (Downton 
Abbey’s Dan Stevens). At first, she’s a prisoner 
who loathes the Beast but over time she begins 
to find herself feeling something that wasn’t 
there before: love.
There was a lot that I liked about this movie 
and very little that I didn’t. For the most part, I 
felt like this adaption improved upon every 
flaw the animated movie ever had. I imagine if 
you grew up with the animated movie it’d be 
hard just to realize how many flaws it really has 
and just how confusing the storyline is and the 
many plot holes it leaves us wondering about. 
Why would an old woman curse an 11-year-old 
boy for refusing to let her into his home? Why 
was an 11-year-old living on his own with only 
servants? How did the entire land manage to 
forget they had a prince looking over them in 
just ten years? And why is it that one day the 
outside world is bright with sunshine and then 
suddenly looks like it’s been snowing nonstop 
for years? What month are they in? How much 
time is passing? Those were just a few prob-
lems I had with the animated film.
In this updated version, each of those ques-
tions are answered and built upon in even more 
detail, which I felt really helped make the story 
feel smoother. 
In addition to filling in the holes left behind by 
its predecessor, the movie also includes several 
different subplots to build off of and gives more 
detail to each character’s background. 
Belle and the Beast have always been the main 
stars of the story and they still are, which is 
how it should be. However, it’s nice to see that 
the writers decided not to treat the other char-
acters as just, well, pieces of furniture who are 
only there to say something cute and dance on 
top of tables.
The performances are all dead-on and the pro-
ducers really lucked out with the talent they 
were able to bring into this film. Ewan McGre-
gor, Ian McKellen and Audra Mcdonald all 
manage to shine as their respective characters 
and, lucky for us, Mcdonald is given plenty of 
opportunities to grace us with her voice. 
We don’t see any of these actors in their hu-
man form until the very end, so, as a result, we 
spend the entire movie only hearing their voic-
es coming out of a CGI characters. Despite this, 
they still manage to bring a distinct personality 
to each of their characters and get us to care for 
them — and not just because they are a walk-
ing, talking manifestation of childhood nostal-
gia.
The true stars of this film, though, are Watson 
and Luke Evans as Gaston. 
Watson manages to make Belle feel fresh and 
familiar all at once. This is the Belle we all 
know and she still has a lot of qualities from 
her animated version that were a warm wel-
come. Out of every Disney princess, Belle has 
always been the most progressive, and in this 
updated version we get to see more of that 
played out to greater detail. 
The most surprising thing about Watson’s per-
formance was just how good of a singer she 
was. No, she can’t hit those Ariana Grande high 
notes and could never make a career out of it , 
but still, she has a surprisingly lovely voice that 
fell in just the right range for her character.
Read the rest at usustatesman.com
— keithariaz1@gmail.com
es to the conversation. Despite everyone’s opin-
ion on how to work out, the subject is import-
ant to many students and the university. 
Along with the Fieldhouse and Aggie Recre-
ation Center facilities, USU provides various 
fitness classes, personal trainers and intramural 
sports. Although not all these programs are free 
to students, they present opportunities for indi-
viduals to meet their fitness goals. 
Arthur Hockwald, the personal training assis-
tant who oversees the personal training pro-
gram, gave his thoughts about best practices 
for working out.
“There’s not any single thing that is going to 
be best for an individual — it depends on what 
their goals are. It depends on where they’re 
starting,” he said.
Hockwald went on to explain he often works 
with people who are underweight and want to 
gain muscle or people who are overweight and 
want lose a healthy amount of weight. A com-
mon practice in personal training is identifying 
a person’s goals and background and guiding 
them to get healthy and accomplish their goals. 
Besides goals, a key practice central to fitness 
— both in a program or independently — is 
finding the motivation to accomplish those 
goals. When people understand their goals and 
motivations, they can then learn the best tech-
niques and practices for fitness.
“Some people are very intrinsically motivat-
ed,” Hockwald said, “They’re motivated by in-
ternal things, while others are motivated by 
physical appearance, while sometimes they 
might be motivated based on rewards.”
Hockwald said one of the worst things people 
can do with fitness is to become complacent. 
“You don’t want to end up doing the same 
thing over and over and over again,” he said. 
“You don’t want to get injured because of that. 
If you’re doing the exact same workout every 
day, you’re going to plateau and you’re not go-
ing to make any progress.”
For those who have a desire to begin working 
out but don’t know how to proceed, the Cam-
pus Recreation Fitness programs at the ARC of-
fer free health and fitness consultation. 
Many feel hesitant in starting or restarting 
working out, Jean said, but “going to the gym 
in the first place instead of doing something 
else is a big step in the right direction.”
—alina.haws@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @AlinaShaw5 
—Dillan.passmore@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @dirtyghettopass
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S P O R T S
The Utah State Men’s Tennis team continued 
its strong play, sweeping a pair of matches 
against Pacific and Idaho on Friday and Sunday, 
respectively. The win pushes the Aggies to 12-7 
on the season while pushing their win streak to 
four matches.
Ranked No. 49 in the nation, Utah State began 
the weekend with a 4-0 sweep of Pacific that 
also featured a sweep in the doubles point to 
begin the match. The Aggies then dominated 
the top three spots to clinch the match. 
“It was an awesome match for us,” said USU 
head coach James Wilson. “I definitely think it 
was our best match so far this year in terms of 
intensity and competitiveness.”
In the No. 3 match, senior Jack Swindells 
swept Alex Giannini 6-3, 6-1. Then juniors Kai 
Wehnelt and Jaime Barajas both completed 
sweeps in their matches to take the match for 
the Aggies. Wehnelt swept reigning West Coast 
Conference Player of the Year Miguel Diaz 6-2, 
6-4, while Barajas swept Tadiwa Chinamo 6-3, 
6-2. The remaining matches were left uncom-
pleted.
“That’s the best I’ve seen Jack play all year,” 
Wilson said, “and for Kai to close out that 
match was good for him. Jaime just continues 
to play very, very well for us. It was a great day, 
and hopefully we can keep building on this.”
The Aggies immediately built off of their win 
against Pacific, sweeping every match Sunday 
against Idaho, ultimately winning 7-0.
“I thought everyone really competed hard and 
came out with purpose from the start,” Wilson 
said following the match. “That was my 
message to the team, to not let their opponents 
hang around. I felt like everyone did that for 
the most part, so that was good for us.”
After another sweep of the doubles point, the 
Aggies began singles play by winning the first 
set of every singles match of the day. Utah State 
was able to sweep matches in spots two 
through six, as Swindells picked up the win 
along with junior Andrew Nakajima, sopho-
mores Samuel Serrano, Jonas Meier, and 
freshman Sergiu Bucur. Only Barajas was taken 
to a third set before eventually taking the 
match 6-4, 6-7(7), 10-6 to extend his ca-
reer-best eight match winning streak.
“We’re just trying to improve everyday, so this 
was a good step,” Wilson said.
Next up, the Aggies begin Mountain West 
Conference play at home by taking on San 
Diego State this Saturday at 1:30 pm.
— daniel.b.hansen@aggiemail.usu.edu
By Daniel Hansen
SPORTS STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY  USU Athletics
Men’s tennis earns weekend sweep
It’s March, which obviously means our football 
coverage is already underway.
Wait.
Well, at least for those of us who tabbed 
Villanova as our 2017 bracket champion or for 
some reason think of baseball as primarily a 
September-October sport, it’s time to talk 
football. Admittedly, there’s only so much you 
can tell from a spring scrimmage — these guys 
are just barely feeling the warmth of the sun for 
the first time in eight months. But yeah, here 
we go with totally subjective takeaways based 
on Friday afternoon’s pleasant outing at 
Maverik Stadium.
1 - Colston-Green looks sharp
The Aggies’ best position group may actually 
be their solid collection of wideouts, which is a 
little strange. Utah State is a run-option, 
short-passing offensive blend playing in a 
conference dominated by the run. There’s a 
reason four Mountain West teams finish in the 
nation’s Top 25 in pass defense every year — 
and it’s not stellar secondary play. In this cold 
weather conference, teams run the ball. For 
Utah State, a squad in need of offensive 
tune-ups across the board, maybe the answer is 
streaking down the sidelines.
Ron’quavion Tarver established himself last 
year as a consistent big-play target, alongside 
freshman stud Rayshad Lewis consistently 
finding extra yards from the slot where there 
often were none. Add to that mix senior Jaren 
Colston-Green, who through two seasons in an 
Aggie uniform hasn’t been utilized to even a 
fraction of his potential. Starting quarterback 
Kent Myers found Colston-Green on a pretty 
13-yard touchdown after three straight 
defensive stops, showing some clever anticipa-
tion and chemistry between the two. If Colston-
Green shows up this fall hungry for a meaning-
ful senior year, the Aggies will add a veteran 
playmaker likely to draw opponents’ second or 
third-best defender.
2 - DJ Nelson is still fun
Everyone’s favorite backyard quarterback is 
still an Aggie, and actually dealt some nice 
throws Friday afternoon. The junior finished 
12-of-21 for more than 200 yards, numbers that 
mean almost nothing in a springtime scrim-
mage, but perhaps still noteworthy because 
fans in attendance saw lots of him, Myers and 
freshman Jordan Love — and not much of 
backup Damian Hobbs.
Nelson shouldn’t see much of the field this fall, 
at least quarterback, but his off-the-back-foot 
30-yard spirals are one of the best parts of 
spring ball.
3 - Tonny Lindsey Jr. is up and running
Lindsey is carving out a nice role behind an 
offensive line still fully in flux. Tallying 32 yards 
and a pair of scores on eight carries made for a 
nice afternoon, but look for the finesse runner 
to seize more control of the starting spot he 
enjoyed ten times last season. Failure to 
establish the run doomed the Aggies repeatedly 
throughout their 2016-17 campaign, and 
Lindsey might be USU’s best shot at a cure. 
Lindsey boasted a 5.2 yards per carry average 
last year, but was also held to just 63.6 yard per 
game — with just two games above the 
100-yard mark. True, injuries to Devontae Mays 
led to a patchwork backfield last season, and 
the team played from behind too much to really 
feed Lindsey as much as he probably deserved. 
For Utah State to rebound from a rocky 3-9 
season, someone will need to be “The Guy,” and 
this early showing says Lindsey might lay claim 
to such a role.
— Logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu
By Logan Jones
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER
PHOTO BY  Megan Albrechtsen
Utah State football held its first of three scrimmages Firday afternoon. The team’s offense practiced starting on the 1-yard line,  playing in the red zone and punt coverage throughout the afternoon.
Scrimmage provides first look at USU football’s 2017 squad
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PHOTO BY  Erica McNeill
Senior Hayley Sanzotti and sophomore Madison Ward won titles in Beam and Floor exercises 
Saturday at the MRGC championships. The team finished with a score of 196.100 at the Dee Glen 
Smith Spectrum, good enough for second place — the best placing at a conference championship 
meet since 2005.
Aggies take second in MRGC championships
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of the Bull’s Head Grille, which is located in 
the complex. Since the restaurant serves 
alcohol and USU is a dry campus, the universi-
ty is in a tough spot. 
 Jenson said the university will honor the 
restaurant’s contract with Blue Square’s 
previous owners, allowing Bull’s Head Grille to 
serve alcohol. 
 The contract expires in 2020, at which 
point Jenson said “the parties will have 
additional discussions.”
 Despite changes at Blue Square, the 
apartment complex remains a popular housing 
choice. Currently there are no vacancies for 
the 2017-2018 school year. 
— melodyj300@gmail.com
 @melodyj300
You’ve probably seen the hundreds of posters, 
been handed buttons and been asked — sever-
al times — to sign your name on someone’s 
iPad, stating you pledge to intervene and stop 
sexual assault. 
Before I go any further, I want to make 
something very clear: I applaud any effort to 
try and stop this heinous crime from happen-
ing to more people. I appreciate any effort to 
make a difference and I’m proud of my 
university for doing something about it. 
But we haven’t gotten to the real issue.
The “Consent Is” and “I Will” campaigns, as 
they are, mock the anxiety, pain, fear, 
depression and thousands of other emotions 
that come with experiencing something as 
terrifying as rape or sexual assault. 
As a survivor of rape, I can personally attest 
that having your freedom, security and 
ability to choose stolen is something you 
never, ever move on from. Sure, some days 
are easier than others, but you never forget. 
It’s always in the back of your mind — 
tucked away until your brain feels it’s the 
right time to bring it back out.  
Whether that’s in the form of a panic attack, 
depressive episode or flashback — you can 
always count on remembering the worst 
experience of your life. Signing a pledge or 
seeing a poster, especially one being held by 
your personal attacker, brings up feelings of 
delegitimization and loneliness — not comfort 
and closure.
As a journalist who has had the privilege of 
telling other women’s sexual assault stories, I 
have heard, time and time again, that USU’s 
recent efforts are mocking the issue, and I can’t 
say I disagree.
For starters, I think it’s a bit ironic that the 
posters and the social media campaigns came 
right after a certain former USU football player 
facing several rape accusations — and no 
apparent discipline — was publicized in Utah’s 
biggest newspaper. Within hours, USU was 
under attack from every media source in Utah 
and I can’t blame them for stepping up their 
efforts to publicize the fact that they are trying 
to solve the problem. I also recognize that USU 
received a sexual assault-related grant several 
months before the allegations were publicized, 
and they have put on events such as SAAVI’s 
“Walk a Mile in Her Shoes,” the Utah State 
University Student Association’s “Heroes Not 
Victims” and other efforts. However, the 
posters and campaigns seemed to pop up at an 
interesting time.  
But most importantly, the posters and 
campaigns don’t recognize the problem for 
what it is. According to the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center, one in five women 
will be raped and 83 percent of them report 
symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
Being almost viciously approached by a group 
of males and asked, somewhat forcefully, to 
sign a pledge almost parallels the issue many 
women go through. It’s another example of 
being pressured or pushed to do something, 
even if it has very well-meaning intentions. 
In my two years at USU, two of the most 
powerful events I experienced were SAAVI’s 
“Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” and USUSA’s 
“Heroes Not Victims.” Both events meant so 
much to me because they legitimized the issue. 
They pointed out rape statistics, discussed 
coping techniques, shared stories of other 
survivors, encouraged a “light at the end of the 
tunnel” concept and promoted resources for 
students who have experienced sexual assault. 
While some of USU’s efforts need work, some 
have done well and should serve as precedents.
We recently declared a mental health crisis at 
USU and throughout Utah, which I think is the 
best possible way to handle sensitive issues 
— by talking about them. Mental health was a 
taboo topic two years ago, and now we’ve 
declared it a crisis, passed a resolution in the 
legislative session saying so, and passed a 
student fee which will help struggling students 
get the resources they need.
Similar to mental health, sexual assault is a 
very taboo topic. But the fact is, it happens 
everywhere and USU is not immune. Legitimiz-
ing the problem and promoting resources for 
survivors can be so much more effective than 
flashy posters and social media campaigns, 
which don’t treat the issue with the level of 
seriousness and sensitivity it deserves. 
I appreciate the intentions behind the 
campaigns and I applaud this university for 
making an effort, but until we treat sexual 
assault like a real crisis, nothing will change.
O P I N I O N
Dear America,
The most recent presidential race resulting in 
the election of Donald Trump to the office of 
President of the United States has created a 
vast mix of emotions throughout the country. 
While I am not advocating the necessity of 
support for his policy, or happiness at his 
election, the nation needs to come together and 
accept the outcome of the vote, and respect the 
office of the President.
The 2016 election has produced results 
ranging from “Not My President Rallies”, to 
dozens of protests and marches in the streets 
and upon Capitol Hills, derogatory comments 
aimed towards children, and the boycotting of 
those that are guilty of nothing other than 
being related to Donald Trump.
During the tumultuous times of the 1780’s 
when the Constitution was being written in 
early America, the people were extremely 
anxious to know what kind of system would be 
created to suit the new ideals of America. 
Nothing like this had ever been attempted. The 
men that sat within those halls were making a 
government, the likes of which had never been 
seen before. After weeks of debate and discus-
sion, a resolution was reached. Upon exiting 
the hall, Benjamin Franklin was asked by a 
woman what kind of government he had given 
them. He replied, “A Republic madam, if you 
can keep it”. How are we supposed to keep this 
government if we are holding protests and 
rallies proclaiming that we will no longer be a 
part of it?
There are those that might argue back that 
they do not wish to keep it. They have no wish 
to remain part of a governmental rule where 
Donald Trump is head of the Executive Branch. 
To all those who voted against Donald Trump, I 
would like to remind them of the responsibility 
that follows the right they had to even vote 
against him.
In that same convention where the founda-
tions of our country were being decided upon, 
the right to vote was awarded to the citizens. 
Although this power was limited when it was 
first introduced, it is now offered and encour-
aged among all citizens of the US. The United 
States is multi-party based system, however 
two dominant parties, the Republicans and the 
Democrats, have nearly taken over. All citizens 
have the right to be able to vote for whichever 
candidate they choose. However, once those 
votes have been cast, they must respect the 
outcome. This does not mean they have to 
respect the victor, just the outcome.
Whether Americans wish to accept it or not, 
Donald Trump had enough people and support 
behind him to enable his victory. The whole 
country does not hate or disagree with him. 
There are Democrats and Republicans alike 
who are on both sides of the fence. The bottom 
line is that Donald Trump won, is our 45th 
President, and America needs to start respect-
ing that fact.
What entails respecting the office of Presiden-
cy? It does not mean we have to agree with 
him, like him, or respect him as a person, just 
his office. America is the land of opportunity. 
One of its hallmark traits was the ability to be 
able to rise to any station or position, regard-
less of where you start. This means that no 
matter how much money you have, where you 
are from, or who your family is, you have the 
opportunity to succeed and achieve success. 
Ivanka Trump, the daughter of Donald Trump, 
is a fashion designer with several lines sold in 
several stores across the country. These stores 
ranged from online stores, to major department 
store chains. Starting in October, several stores 
started a boycott against Trump and his 
policies. Part of the boycott was refusing to sell 
Ivanka’s fashion lines anymore; all for the mere 
fact that they disagreed with her father’s policy 
and running platform. In the land of equal 
opportunity, how is it fair that we denied 
someone opportunity because of a familial 
relation?
*To see the full version, visit USUStatesman.com.
Trump is POTUS, let’s 
move on
An issue worth more than social media campaigns
ALISON BERG 
 —  Alison Berg is a sophomore studying 
journalism and communication. She is an 
active advocate for sexual assault surviors 
and hopes to work for the Washington Post 
someday. 
            @alison__berg
alisonberg28@gmail.com
OLIVIA BAIRD  
 — Olivia Baird is a freshman from Orem. 
She’s studying health promotion. Shewent 
to Orem High and just spent three months 
in Ghana volunteering.
Sexual assault:
“Bears Ears” FROM PAGE 2
members have been selected. Alfred Lomah-
quahu will represent the Hopi; Davis Filfred 
the Navajo Nation; Shaun Chapoose the 
Uintah and Ouray Ute; Terry Knight the Ute 
Mountain Ute; and Carleton Bowekaty the 
Zuni.
 They point out to Zinke in the letter that the 
commission was created in the monument 
proclamation to ensure decisions “reflect tribal 
expertise and historical knowledge” and that 
federal agencies were directed to “meaningful-
ly engage” the commission.
“Blue Square” FROM PAGE 1
HELP WANTED
Earn $1000-$3500 and more a month to 
drive our cars and suvs  around town.  
www.CarSuvJobs.com
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T H E  B O A R D
FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:
ADVERTISING@USUSTATESMAN.COM
435.797.1775
Connect 
members of 
the Aggie 
community 
and provide a 
voice for all 
through 
impactful, 
relevant and 
diverse 
multimedia 
coverage.
MISSION STATEMENT
Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet & Voice 
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No 
contract or commitment. We buy your existing 
contract up to $500! 1-800-608-3361
DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER! Only 
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where 
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up to 
6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-611-
1081
$CASH$ PAID INSTANTLY for Pre-1975 
Comic Books, Vintage: Star Wars; Transform-
ers/GI Joe Action Figures; Video Games-Sys-
tems; MagictheGathering/Pokemon Cards - 
CALL WILL: 800-242-6130, buying@
getcashforcomics.com
Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 800-359-2796
Automotive
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-800-360-4120
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the hu-
mane thing. Donate it to the Humane Soci-
ety. Call 1- 800-849-1593
Building Materials
METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. 
Mill prices for sheeting coil are at a 4 year low. 
You get the savings. 17 Colors prime material, 
cut to your exact length. CO Building Sys-
tems 1-800-COBLDGS
Miscellaneous
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by Ar-
thritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. Installation Includ-
ed. Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost 
to you. Medicare Patients Call Health Ho-
tline Now! 1- 800-914-8849
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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SPORTS GET IT DAILY ATUSUSTATESMAN.COM
DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about
No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow
Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures
NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive
FREE Information Kit
1-888-919-4729
www.dental50plus.com/utah
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc
Bear River Regional Housing          
Authority is accepting applications for 
their monthly rental assistance      
program. 
 
The Housing Authority has           
preferences for families, people with 
disabilities and the elderly. 
 
Please contact Bear River Association 
of Governments (BRAG) at                
(435) 752-7242 or come to our office at 
170 North Main, Logan, Utah or   
2535 S HWY 89 Perry, Utah. 
Need help paying      
your RENT? 
@UtahStatesman
@UtahStatesman
/UtahStatesman
Follow us on:
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MSFE Info Session
Master of Science in Financial Economics
Come get free pizza and learn about 
the 1-year program that will set you 
apart from the competition.
huntsman.usu.edu/MSFE
UTAH STATE’S
BEST KEPT SECRET
Tuesday, March 21, 2017
3:30 p.m.
Perry Pavilion (4th floor)
Huntsman Hall
Brooke Roach, MSFE graduate ‘14, Equity Research Analyst at Goldman Sachs.
ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
C C A L E N D A R  |  M A R C H  2 0 - M A R C H  2 3
MONDAY, MARCH 20
Nature Center Opening 
Week
Stokes Nature Center
TUESDAY, MARCH 21
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
The Opskamatrists
30 Federal Ave.
7 p.m.
Library Movie Night
Logan City Library
Free, 6:30 p.m.
The Optomist
30 Federal Ave.
Free, 6 p.m.
THURSDAY, MARCH 23
A Light Among Many
30 Federal Ave.
Free, 7 p.m.
Coding Club
North Logan City Library
Free, 3:30 p.m.
Leadership Lunch
710 N 1500 E
11:30 a.m.
Path to Eagle
419 W 700 S
6 p.m.
After School Activity: 
Chess Club for Kids
255 N Main
Free, 3:30 p.m.
Seniors — Breakfast and 
Bingo
675 E Main, Hyrum
$1, 9:30 a.m.
BFA Exhibit
4030 Old Main Hill
Free, 11 a.m.
BFA Exhibit
4030 Old Main Hill
Free, 11 a.m.
Coding Club
North Logan City Library
Free, 3:30 p.m.
Hora del Cuanto — Spanish 
Toddler Time
North Logan Library
Free, 10:10 a.m.
Teen Thursdays
475 E 2500 N
Free, 7 p.m.
BFA Exhibit
4030 Old Main Hill
Free, 11 a.m.
